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TODAY’'SWORLD
THE GLOBAL FOOD GAP

One of the remarkable achievenents of the 20th century was the near tripling of the
world grain harvest between 1950 and 1996, aachievement that not only fed people
throughou the world bu all owed their numbers to grow. Environmental trends now
threaten that achievement, making it much harder for farmers to feed the Earth’s
increasing popuiation. Afrightening gap letween consumption and poduction has
devdoped. Falling gain stocksandrising gain pricesmay signd a new erain the
world foodeconamy, ore dominated na by surpluses but by scarcity. |If stocks fall
farther, asislikdy, droppngfar lower than & any timein modern history, the world
will moveinto urcharted territory.

Lester Brown, President of the Earth Policy Institute (www.earth-padli cy.org) and author
of Plan B: Rescuing aPlanet Under Stressand aCivili zationin Troule, summarizes this
challengein Heifer Internationa's journal, WorldArk, January/February 2005.

World grain production did not increase during the seven years following 19%. Harvest
shortfalls of 89 milliontonsin 2002 and ¢ milliontonsin 2003 ae the largest onreoord.
World grain reserves havedropped to the lowest level in 30years. Chinamay soon reed to
import 50 million tons of grain ayear, which could overloadworld grain markets and
greatly increase prices.

70% of world water useisfor irrigation. Asworld food consumption has nearly tripled, so
too hasthe use of water for irrigation. Asaresult, theworldisincurring avast water
deficit, but because this takes the form of aquifer over-pumping and falling water tables, it is
nearly invisible.

World popuation growth has dowed from 2% to 12%, but about 76 million people are
added each year. The U.N. projeds anincrease of 3 billion people beyond the aurrent total
of 6.4billion by the yar 2050. Rveral billionwant to move up the foodchain ard consume
mor e grain-fed livestock products.

The U.S.Department of Agriculture estimates that each 1 degreeCelsius risein temperature
resultsin a10% dropin the yields of wheat, rice, and corn. The Earth’s average
temperature has climbed by 0.6 cegrees Celsius during the last 3 decades, and it is expected
toriseafurther 1.4 to 5 degrees during this century.

Brown identifies 4 esential stepsto overcome the global food gap: stabili ze popuation
(ensure that women have aacessto family planning and education, eradicate poverty that
leads to high infant mortality and large families), raise water productivity (techndogies
such as drip and low-pressure sprinkler irrigation), proted cropland (reduce erosion,
over-plowing and overgrazing, retain croplands and stop bul ding auto-centered transport
systems), and stabili ze dimate (restructure the world energy econamy, shifting from
fosdl fuelsto renewable energy).

1. What will bethelikely outcome of this prognosisfor theworld’s poor?

2. What can concermed peoplein the wealthy countriesdo about this stuation?
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POVERTY AND CHILDREN

A brief article in the December 10th, 2004Los Angeles Times (p. A13) summarizes
UNICEF's annual State of the World's Children report. There have been some
improvements, e.g., aglobal deaease of juvenile deahsin all regions except sub-Saharan
Africain thelast 13 years. But the overall pictureis gill unconscionable:

1 billionchildren arelivingin astate of severe threat from hunger, disease, exploitation or
lack of security.

640million of the world's 2.2 kllion children lack adequate shelter.

500million children have no accessto sanitation.

400million lack safe water.

270millionreceiveno healthcare.

140million, mostly girls, receive no education.

90 million are severely deprived of nutrition.

10 million children yourger than 5 de each year of diarrhea or measles.

10s of thousands are killed, maimed or raped each year in wars.

15 million are AIDS orphans, 80% of themin sub-Saharan Africa.

2 million children are exploited in the multibillion-dollar global commercial sex industry.

A longer article in the January 18, 2005L0s Angeles Times (p. A3) reported that “The
world could end extreme poverty within adecade if wedthy nations fulfill ed their
pledges to increase development aid.” At a2000summit the U.N. propased that therich
courtries st aside 0.7% of their GNP for Third World development, a goal reached so far
by just 5 courtries (Denmark, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, and Sweden). The
U.S. givesjust 0.13% of its GNP, which islessthan ore fourth the proposed amourt, na
including private donations, propationaly the least of all 22 leading industriali zed
nations whase aontributions are tracked by the Organization for Econamic Cooperation
and Development. So amost 3 hilli on people still liveon $2.15 olessper day, andin
Africa dmost as many children de of malaria every month (150,000 as died in the
Indian Ocean tsunami. The U.N. Mill ennium Development Goals include “ending
poverty and hunger, improving survival rates for mothers and chil dren, combating AIDS
and aher major preventable diseases, and promoting equality for women” by the year
2015. All these targets could be met if ead First World courtry would contribute just 50
cents of every $100 d income to help the poar, but latest reportsindicate that the sub-
Saharan nations “would na reat any of the targets by 2015at the aurrent pace”

Initslea editoria for January 23, 2005the Los Angeles Times (p. M4) commented on
the President's vow, in hisinaugura address to spreal freedom and democracy around
the world and onthe hearing to confirm Condaleezza Rice & Seaetary of State, which
hardly mentioned development aid and po\erty, “the problem that kill s millions every
yea and helps fuel terrorism, war, instabili ty, and misery aaossthe planet.” It noted that
overseas asdstance generates goodwill —“the kind o goodwill that can go further than
military might in enhancing U.S. security.”

What isour responsibility, ascitizens of the U.S,, for the well-being of theworld's
children? What should be our government'srolein overcoming gobal poverty?



U.S. RACIAL AND ECONOMIC INEQUALITY

United for a Fair Economy (www.faireconamy.org) offers driking statistics to alert usto
the @ntinuing radal inequality and injusticein this courtry. According to the Federal
Reserve, from 1995to 2001the net worth of families of color fell 7% to $17,100while
the net worth of white families rose 37% to $120,900.African Americans are 13% of the
popuation, bu they own only 3% of the assets. From 1998to 2001asst-owners of color
gained orly $100,while white asst-owners gained $5,800. In that same period debtors
of color added $3,100 6 debt, whil e white debtors added only $1,300 & debt. Only 47%
of blad families were homeownersin 2001 74% of white famili es were homeowners.
That same year 18% of white families had anet worth over half amillion ddlars,
compared with 2% of black families. Typicd African American families had debt
equivalent to 30% of their assets; typical white families had debt equivalent to 11% of
their assts.

United for a Fair Economy offers further statisticsto demonstrate the broader picture of
eoonamic inequality inthe U.S. In 1998the bottom 90% of househalds (all races) owned
just 29% of the wedth, while the top 18 owned 71% of the wealth in this courtry.
Between 1979and 2001the red family income of the bottom 20% grew 3%, the second
20% grew 11%, the midde 20% grew 17%, the fourth 20% grew 26%, and the top 20%
grew 53%. Thetop 3% grew 81%. These data come from the U.S. Census Bureau
Census for March 2001.

Finally, United for a Fair Econamy cites the U.S. Federal Budget for 2004to expose the
dispropartion d military spending. Not including trust funds such as Socia Seaurity, the
U.S. government budgeted $99 lilli on for physicad resources, $235 lilli on for general
government, $593 filli on for human resources, and $804 lili onfor military (past and
current). Prior to September 11th, 2001the U.S. spent 23 times what the 7 @ogue states®
(Iraq, Iran, North Koreg Syria, Libya, Cuba, and Sudan) spent for military causes. The
ANar on Terrorism® and the invasion d Afghanistan and Iraq have, of course, grealy
increased U.S. military spending. Current military spending by the 5 top military
spendersin 2002reached $399.1 filli onfor the U.S., $65.0for Russa, $49.0for China,
$42.6for Japan, and $384 for the U.K. The U.S. now spends more than the rest of the
world onmilitary matters.

1. Giveyourself sometimetoread and reread these statistics, to meditate on the
human realities behind them, and to consider the moral implicationsthat they
represent for those who enjoy privilege and power and for those who live at the
marginsin thiscountry.

2. Consider what might be the possbilitiesfor improved health, education, and
development for the billions of people who livein poverty in other parts of theworld
if even a small part of the U.S. military budget were reassgned to meet their needs.



GLOBALIZATION AND IMPERIALISM

Chamers Johrson's book, The Sarows of Empire: Militarism, Seaecy, andthe End o
the Repulic (Metropditan Books, 20049, is a comprehensive and profound
deanstruction d U.S. imperialism. He traces the rocts of empire to the Spanish-
American War of 1898and gives primary attention to the growing militarization d U.S.
culture, government, and foreign pdicy. Of interest hereis his chapter on econamic
globali zation. Followingthefall of the Soviet Union,the U.S. maintained gobal
hegemony primarily through its econamic empire. George W. Bush has chosen rather to
rule the world primarily through absolute military superiority.

Proporents of globalization claim to be foll owing econamic principles that are both
inevitable and bkeneficial for al courtries, including Third World courtries, whilein faa
it enables the rich courtries to continue exploiting and marginali zing the poor courtries.
aThereisno knavn case in which globalization hes led to prosperity in any Third World
courtry, and nore of the world's twenty -four reasonably developed capitalist nations,
regardlessof their ideological explanations, got where they are by foll owing any of the
prescriptions contained in globali zation dactrine.® (262 The 130 powo countries have
been denied the very means by which the rich countries have readed relatively stable
prosperity. They have been forced into the dependent mold of high indebtedness

foll owed by structural adjustments (removal of tariffs, privatization d pullic services,
removal of capital controls, ending of national priorities) impased by the World Bank and
the International Monetary Fund,which are %urrogates for the U.S. Treasury.®

The World Trade Organization was creaed in 1995%0 manage the growing t rade rivalry
among the leading industrial courtries. . .andto ensure that the Third World was
prevented from using trade & a legitimate instrument for its industriali zation, thereby
threaening the neoliberal global econamic structure.® (269 Perhaps the most blatant
abuse has been the prohibition d tariffs and subsidies to benefit Third World agriculture,
even as the U.S. and the European Union continue to subsidize their own agricultural
products, uncercutting locd production and threaening the livelihood d milli ons of
small farmersall aroundthe world. @Thelevel of overal subsidization d agriculture in
Western courtries rose from $182 hilli onin 1995 when the WTO was born, to $280
billionin 1997,and $3& billi onin 1998. By 2002, European Union subsidies to
agriculture were six times the total amount of foreign aid that al rich courtries gave to
the poa.° (270)

Ancther heinous grategy of the rich countriesand WTO has been to prevent Third World
courtries from using foreign techndogy through the Trade-Related Intell ectual Property
Rights Agreement, thus guaranteeing monopdy profits for First World corporations and
degoening poverty for the Third World. Most painful has been the struggle for
concessons on ugently needed generic drugs for the treament of HIV/AIDS, maaria,
tuberculosis, and aher tropica diseases--oppased primarily by the U.S. government.

1. How does this analysis compar e with popular views of the global role of the U.S.?
2. What isyour own understanding of the recent and current role of the U.S.?



PROPERTY FOR PEOPLE, NOT FOR PROFIT:
Alternatives to the Global Tyranny of Capital

The bookthat carries thistitle, by Ulrich Duchrow and Franz Hinkelammert, offers a
penetrating analysis of the historicd and phlosophicd roaots of global capitalism (WCC
Publications and Zed Books Ltd., 2004. They begin their analysis by examining &he
original introduction d ownership, money, and related market mechanisms in the Eighth
Century BCE and its consequences in the whole of the ancient Near East, particularly in
Israd® (2). They conclude their study by affirming the @canpaigns mounted by social
movements, particularly by the ewmenical campaign against global economic injustice
and emlogical destruction® (3). Foll owing are the chapter headings:

1. Absolute property creates poverty, debts andslavery: the origin of the property
ewmnamy in artiquity and biblical alternatives

2. Homo hamini lupus. the anergenceof the apitalist possessve market society in
the modern age

3. The ase of JohnLocke: the inversion d human rightsin the name of bourgeois
property

4. Thetotal market: how globdi zed capitalismis eliminating the commitment to
sustain life

5. Thefall of the Twin Towers: the enforcement of the total market throughthe
absolute enpire

6. It islife-enharcing production which must grow, na capitali st property: Latin
American appoachesto arenewed dependency theory

7. Another world is possible: rebuil ding the system of ownership from below from
the perspedive of life andthe comnon good

8. God a Mamnon? A confessond issue for the Churchesin the context of social
movements

The authors of this bookare Christian theologians who are @mncerned about the
degoening gobal crisis of unprecedented econamic injustice and ecological destruction
and ceeply committed to social movements that are struggling to creae another world.
Their analysis $eds essential light for our way into aviable future. #Thereis gill hope
of stopping this disastrous trend for humanity and reture. A central condtionisfor
property to be liberated from its randam, destructive function andto be committed na
just to society but alsoto life.® (4) @conamic adivity shoud na be seen puely from
the angle of wedth accumulation bu in terms of its effeds onthelife of people andthe
environment.° (187) @The trend towards liberali zation, deregulation and privatization
must be reversed if humanity isto survive. It must be replaced by planning and
regulation guided by a wncern for life and the common good? (181)

1. What isyour own analysis of the roots of our current global economic and
emlogical crisis?

2. What isyour vision for the future of humankind and the biosphere?



BIBLICAL FAITH

TRUE FASTING, TRUE SPIRITUALITY
Isaiah 58:1-12

When the people of Isragl returned from Babylonian captivity, foll owing the Edict of
Cyrusin 538BCE, they were challenged to live in kegoing with Godswill. But this
passage from Third Isaiah indicates that once again they pradiced afalse, pretentious
spirituality, expressed through false fasting and through the omisson o true spirituality.
This passage takes on speda importance when we note that Jesus reading of Isaiah
61:1-2a & the beginning of his ministry, in the Nazareth Synagogue, includes the aldition
of an important phrase from Isaiah 586: &0 let the oppressed go free® The Luke 4:18 -
19 text begins with the phrase, @The Spirit of the Lord is uponme, because he has
anointed me,° and it ends with the phrase that links Jesus ministry with the Jubilee 4o
proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.® So Jesus confirmsthe lesson o Isaiah 581 -12,
that true spirituality isto freethose who are oppressed and to care for thase who arein
need. Thisis hiscdling; thisisthe meaning of Jubilee thisis our cdling.

V. 1-2. God callsthe prophet to denource his people's rebellion. They were practicing
daily somekind d spirituality or religiosity, bu apparently they were not pradicing
righteousnesdjustice. The question arises whether it is possble 3o draw near to God®
withou pradicing justice.

V. 3a. The people cmmplain that God dces not see their fasting, does not accept their
pious expresgons, does not hea their petitions.

V. 3b5. God denounces their fasting and refuses to hea their requests, for they oppress
their workers, they quarrel and fight and strike each ather, even ontheir fast day.

V. 6-9a. God pcses an dternative understanding and expresson d fasting: to let the
oppressd go freg to share your bread with the hungry, to bring the homelessinto your
houses, to clothe the naked. God will seethistrue fasting, God will hed, God will
vindicate, God will hea their cries and respond.

V. 9b-12. God further explains that true spirituality isto na sped evil of one ancther; it
isto fead the hungry and care for the dflicted. Then God will guide them, med their
neads, nuture their lives, and enable them to rebuild their founditions.

1. Compare thisleson from Isaiah with Jesus teaching in the Parable of the
Judgment of the Nationsin Matthew 25:31-46.

2. Consider the rdevanceof thislesn from Isaiah and from Jesusfor our
churchestoday. How would you teach thislesson through drama or roll playing?

3. Examine and explain your own practiceand understanding of spirituality in the
light of Isaiah 58:1-12,Luke 4:18-19, and Matthew 25:31-46.



NEW HEAVENSAND A NEW EARTH
Isaiah 65:17-25

This poem is one of the most eloquent passages of the Bible. It comes from the heat of
Old Testament prophecy. It bringsto mindthe aeationin Genesis 1 and 2and the
culmination d the biblicd story in Revelation 21. It calsall God's people to agenuine
utopiathat Godis creding within history. It merits multiple readings and extended
meditation leading to commitment and adion. It may be wmnsidered an expresson d the
Jubileevision d Isaiah 61:1-3 and Luke 4:18-19. It explains how life can be
reconstituted with abundancefor al, how the heavens and the earth can livein peace.

Rea through the passage caefully and urderlinein ore olor al referencesto éhe
former things that shall not be remembered.® Then read through the passage again and
underlinein another color al referencesto avhat | am creating® --new heavens and a new
eath. Now fill i nthe gopropriate boxes with the phrases you have underlined. Finadly,
fill i n the remaining boxes with contemporary expressons and examples paral el to the
onesin the Isaiah passage. Share your findings, your concerns, and your commitments.

THE FORMER THINGS--ISAIAH 65:17-25 THE FORMER THINGS--TODAY

THE NEW CREATION--ISAIAH 65:17-25 THE NEW CREATION--TODAY




NOT BY BREAD ALONE
Matthew 4:1-4

The story of Jesus temptationin the wil dernessis well known, bu it has often been
misinterpreted. It is, in fad, akey text linking Jesus to the Sabbath-Jubil eetradition o
the Old Testament. We will consider here just the first temptation.

Note first the locaion d this passage. The temptation story comes just after Jesus
baptism, at which time the heavens were opened, he saw God's Spirit descend like adove
upon hm, and avoicefrom heaven declared, @Thisis my Son, the Beloved, with whom |
am well pleased.° Andit comes just before the beginning of Jesus ministry. So
evidently the temptation rarrative was considered by the author of Matthew (and Luke)
to be an esential part of the introduction, a key to the understanding of Jesus ministry.

Now note that Jesus, having just been identified from heaven as God s Son, was led by
the Spirit into the wil dernessto be tempted by the devil. The temptation a testing shoud
reved something critica abou Jesus cdling. Hefasted 40 days and rights, which brings
to mind the 40 years that Israd wandered in the desert, being tested by God and tempted
by the devil. The tempter addresses Jesus as the Son d God, undarlining the
transcendent nature of the temptation experience

Jesus is famished, and the tempter tell s him to make stones into loaves of bread. Jesus
answers, 4t iswritten, * One does nat live by bread alone, but by every word that comes
from the mouth of God.? Jesus thus cites Deuteronamy 8:3, which refers explicitly to
the manna story in Exodus 16, when God provided %read® for the people who hed jus t
been delivered from slavery in Pharaoh's Egypt. God states clearly that thiswill be atest
of their obedience a they learn how to livein freedom. Exodus 16 states explicitly that
ead shoud take only what is needed, nomore and noless and nd hoard, so that all will
have enough. So theinstruction concerning the mannain Exodus 16, the referenceto this
experiencein Deuteronomy 8 as part of Moses mandate wncerning how they areto live
in the Promised Land, and finally Jesus citation d these words all point to ore
fundamental lesson concerning God's Reign among God's people: make sure that
everyone has enough. Furthermore, Exodus 16 introduces the Sabbath Day, at which
time, the seventh day of ead week, God's people are to remember the manna, their
deliverance from slavery in Egypt, and their responsibili ty for econamic justice

In Matthew 4:4 (Luke 4:4) Jesus does nat refer to aspiritual® bread or diminish the
importance of physical bread. He dtes Deuteronomy (and Exodus) in order to affirm that
heis cdled to make sure that all people have enough breal to eat and that no ore, na
even the Son d God, should take bread only for personal use without regard for the needs
of others. Implicit in that story is that, when some take more and hoard and kecomerich,
others beaome poor and may be exploited and oppessed and even fall back into slavery,
which would be an abominationto God their li berator.

Consider the importance of the leson of the manna for Jesus followersin today's
world, i.e, for us.
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YOU ALWAYSHAVE THE POORWITH YOU
Mark 14:3-9

This phrase, taken ou of its context, is ometimes cited as afadle excuse for not taking
the poa serioudly. Or for saying that Jesus didn't take them so seriously. So we need to
re-real the phrasein its proper context.

The passage as awhodleislocaed after the brief paragraph that reports that the dief
priests and scribers were plotting to kill Jesus, just two days before the Passover. It is
followed by ancther brief paragraph that reports Judas' intentionto betray Jesus. Thenin
quick successonwe find the Lord's Supper and the final events of Jesus' life. So the
story of Jesus at the house of Simonthe leper isread primarily as hisanainting in
preparationfor hisburial.

An unramed woman comes with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, bress
open thejar, and paurs the ointment on Jesus head. Thisisof course an extraordinary
thing for any woman to do. Some who are there (Matthew says he disciples®) take
exception, are agry, and scold the woman. They argue that the ointment could have
been sold for 300denarii (ayear's slary) and the money given to the poor, but Jesus
commends her and says that she will always be remembered as the one who anointed his
body for burial.

Why then dces Jesus interjed these words: 3or you always have the poa with you, and
you can show kindressto them whenever you wish, bu you will not always have me®
Arethese aiticsreally concerned abou the poa? |Is Jesus lessconcerned for the poar?
What is the significance of the phrase, 2Y ou aways have the poa with you®?

If your Bible has crossreferences, youwill naote that this phrase is a quatation from
Deuteronamy 15, which is akey passage concerning the Sabbath Year. V. 11states,
aSincethere will never cease to be somein neeal on the eath, | therefore mmmand you,
‘Open your hand to the poor and reedy neighbar in your land.2 The whale passage, v.
1-18,is abou two maor mandates for the Sabbath Y ea, to cancel debts and to free
slaves. The debt system, leading often to slavery, was the principle means by which
some becane rich and many became poa. The Sabbath Y ear mandates were establi shed
to overcome those pradices and eliminate poverty. Thusv. 4 affirms, @There will
however be no orein need among you, kecausethe Lord is sureto blessyouin theland
that the Lord your Godis giving you?

When Jesus cites this passage, he points beyondthe matter of charity for the poar, which
the aitics expres=d as their concern, and recall s the Sabbath Y ear mandates, which ded
with structural poverty, which is far more important. It can be noted that Jesus incurred
the wrath of the powerful because he call ed them bad to the teachings of the Law and
the Prophets, such as these Sabbath mandates. And this woman was moved by Jesus
sacaificial concern for the poa and the marginalized to undertake this extraordinary act.

Consider the importance of the Sabbath Year mandatesin our world today.
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JUSTICE: A GLOBAL ADVENTURE

The 1971 $nod d Bishops of the Roman Cathadlic Church introduced its refledions
onthe meaning d justicein world society with a statement that has gimulated
animated dscusson, rovoked heated argument, andled to significant results:

“ Action on lehalf of justiceand paticipationin the transformation d the world fully
appear to us as a constitutivedimension d the preaching d the gaspel, or, in ather
words, of the Church's misson for the redemption d the humanraceandits
liberation from eve'y oppressvesituation.” (P. 1)

In hisbook,Justice: A Globd Adventure (Orbis Books, 2009, Walter Burghardt, S.J.,
affirms that @T'he Cathadli c understanding can orly be grasped if we see the synods
statement in the context of a century of social-ethicd discusson keginning with Pope Leo
XI1.° (P. 1) Leo'sencyclicd Rerum novarum (On the Condtion d Labor) setsforth
&he relative rights and the mutual duties of the rich and the poar, of cgpital and labor.°
Following Vatican Il and foll owing the 1971 Synod of Bishops document, Justicein the
World, primary attention was given to the biblicd understanding of justice

The biblicd concept of justice @ncerns, first, God's relationship to humankind and the
Earth. Godis?@The maker of hearen and earth, the seas and all that isin them, who keeys
faith for ever, securesjusticefor the oppressd; gives foodto the hungry. The Lord sets
prisoners free the Lord gves sght to the blind; the Lord raises up those who are bowed
down; the Lord loves the righteous. The Lord proteds the stranger, sustains the orphan
and the widow, but thwarts the way of the wicked.® (Psam 1465-9)

People ae just when they pradicethe same fidelity in covenant relationto God, to their
sisters and lrothers, and to the whaole of credion. A large segment of U.S. Christianity
does violenceto the Bible when it focuses exclusively onthe relation d the soul to
eternity. @Those whoread in the biblicd text a sheely personal, individuali stic morality
have nat understoodthe Torah, have not sung the Psalms, have not been burned by the
Prophets, have not perceived the impli cations and the very burden of Jesus message, and
must inevitably play fast and loose with St. Paul.° (P. 12) Passages such as Luke 4:16-
21 and Matthew 12:18-20 demonstrate dearly that 3t isthe Isradite tradition onjustice
that sparked the ministry of Jesus.® (P. 17) He pradiced and taught justice by making
right relationships with women, lepers, tax coll ectors, sinners, aliens, the possesd,
widows, the unclean, and the poa and paverless He dhall enged the rich and pawverful,
those who oppessed and excluded, even the Temple and the scribes and the Pharisess,
the High Priest and the Roman Governor.

Burghardt then examinesin detail Justice Applied, Justice Saaamentali zed, Justice
Globali zed, and Justice Communicated.

1. What concept and practice of justiceare operativein this country?

2. What concept and practice of justiceare operative among Christiansin this
country?
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RESPONSIBLE DISCIPLESHIP
MONSENOR OSCAR ROMERO--TWENTY-FIVE YEARSLATER

Jesuit Jon Sobrino, close mll eague of Oscar Romero duing the military repressonin El
Salvador, offers his recommendations concerning the acéebratiorf of the 25th
anniversary of hisassassnation, March 24, 2005. (%l seguimiento de Monsefior
Romero: Meditadon cristiana ante d 25 aniversario de su partida,° Sgnos de Vida,
CLAI, marzo, 2005 To cdebrate the life of Oscar Romero isto follow him, i.e., to
experiencethe dhange or conversion that he experienced and to remake one'slife & he
did. Conwversionand praxis. Romero dd na and daes nat offer redpes, but he does off er
pathways, lights, impulses. Hisfollowers must tell the truth, nd just preach a doctrine,
and that means to denounce prophetically the evilsthat exist, to name the assassns and
the victims. Sobrino spells out today's evilsin El Salvador and the world.

1. Theiddatry of money, the oligarchy, previously agricultural, now financial.

2. Theidodatry of military power, more latent here and more evident in the United
Sates, to which must be added the shocking violence of 8 to 10 hamicides daily [in
El Sdvada].

3. The connivance of some pdliti cal parties with injusticeandthe irr esporsibility of
the majority in the face of misery and suffering, to which must be added corr uption.
4. Theimperialism of the United Sates, throughcomnerce, in ou foreign palicies,
and abweall in the false values imposed on s. individudism, success the “ good
life.”

5. The corruption d the administration d justice, which still has not even clarified
who kill ed Monsefior.

6. The media, with lies, hdf truths, cover ups, asthe ase may be.

7. Thefalsfication d religion, exaggerated spiritualism, that is not life with the
Sqrit; alienating individualism, that is not personal appropriation d the faith;
gregariousnessthat fill s gadiums, which is not comnunity or mutual care; the
infantili zation d religion, which is nat simpli city--as chil dren--before the mystery of
God.

The praxis of Romero is one of mercy, &he ultimate sign of our being Christian® It isto
promote justice %he transformation d structures.® It isthe option for the poar,

serioudly, at risk, &emembering and honaing those who lived it to the end: o ur martyrs.°
We must recover evangelizationin the primary sense that it has in Jesus: &he
annourcement of goodnews to the poa, na letting novel methods and language take the
placeof what is esential.° We do nd need to go badk to the 80s, %ut we do real to
return to this fundamental intuition: as Church we ae @ove dl community, body, and for
this community to have an influencein society it shoud be structured, arganized, related
to other social forces.®

We all know how difficult thisis, bu in thisannversary at least let usnot say it is
impassble. Let usask that this be our utopia.

1. What doesit mean to be mnverted as Oscar Romero was converted?
2. What are the evilsthat we are called to denouncetoday?
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SOCIAL MOVEMENTSIN LATIN AMERICA

The March/April 2005issue of NACLA's Report onthe Americas gives major attention
to @Socia Movements:. Building from the GroundUp.° (North American Congresson
Latin America www.nacla.arg) It iswell known that Latin American Indigenois,
African, and poo peoplesin general have endured over 500 years of exploitation and
marginali zation, making this the most polarized and urjust region o the world. What is
remarkable today is the successof widespread movements for 8emocratic change,
universal social justice, and meaningful pdliticd participation® The cmmmonenemy is
perceved to be the globali zing @neoli beral® model of econamic development, which
sincethe 198G has intensified the endemic poverty through the impaosition o market
oriented eaconamic reforms, privatization, and austerity programs intended to favor capital
investment and further redistribution d wedth upwvard. Popuar movements of
resistance, protest, and rebelli on have adieved change, andin severa casesthey have
brought down and replaced governments. Their vision: 2anather world is posshble.°

A series of protestsin El Alto, Bolivia led to the resignation of President Gonzalo Sarchez
de Lozada onOctober 17, 2003.

Indigenous uprisings in Ecuada, campesino landseizuresin Paraguay, anti-privatization
rebellionsin Peru, and scores of other rural and urban social actions througlout the
hemisphere an be understoodin the same light.

Since Venezuela's street protests of 1989, Latin America’'s popular protests have manage d to
topple governments, derail privatizations, andhave, aboveall, made those at the lowest rung
of the socioeconamic ladder . . .into the central protagorists of social struggles.

In Argentina and Brazil, Nestor Kirchner andLuiz Inacio Lula daSlva were elected in the
wake of vast social movements that weakened or caused crises in the prevailing neoliberal
model.

Tabare Vasquez recently won the presidency in Uruguay on awave of fierceresistance by
the laba movement against the privatization of keypublic services andother neoliberal
pdlicies.

These progressve new governments have nat, however, been able to fulfill al the
expedations of the social movements to which they are indebted. In some cases, such as
Argentina and Ecuador, those movements have been co-opted and cebilit ated. In ather
cases, such as Brazil's Landess Movement (Movimento Sem Terr a), they have dhosen to
maintain their autonamy and give limited suppat to the ruling party. The Zapatistas
have chosen to buld autonomy within the existing national order of Mexico. The
Aymaras of Bolivia propose autonamy within a nation self-governed by communiti es.

Veneauelaisaspecia case drawing much attention throughou the region. President
Hugo Chavez has been the focus for traditional social movements (students, trade unions,
community-based arganizations), and, sincethe 2001 coup, subsequent strikes, and the
2004referendum, ahavismo® has become amassive mohili zation espedally among the
poa 80% of the popuation. Eledoral Battle Units have been organized in every
neighbarhood,first to suppat the President against innumerable atempts to ursea him,
some with U.S. suppat and fundng, bu increasingly directed to meding community
needs. At the February 2005World Social Forum it was Hugo Chavez who receved the
most enthusiastic cheeas for his lidarity with the poa and struggle against imperiali sm.

What social movements exist in thiscountry? What istheir vison?
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WORLD SOCIAL FORUM 2005

The fifth annual gathering of the WSF took dace January 26 to 31at Porto Alegre, Brazil
with 150,000 pople from 135 courtries representing diverse indigenous, women,
worker, campesino, environmental, and aher social movements. The WSF has arisen as
an alternative voiceto the World Econamic Forum, which is dominated by the powerful
courtries and hes offered littl e or no accessto pgoular movements. This year 350
concrete propasals emerged ou of some 2500%events® centering on @Twelve Propasals
for Another Possble World.°

1. Cancd the puHic debt of the devdoping courtries.

2. Apply internationd taxes onfinarncial transactions, dired investment abroad, the
consolidated profits of the transnationds, the sale of arms, and ativiti es that emit
gasssin asubstantiveway, producing the greenhouse dfed.

3. Progressvdy dismantle all forms of fiscal, legal and barking paadises.

4. Eveayinhalitant of the planet shoud havetheright to ajob, social protedion
andretirement, respecting equdity between men and women. Thisisanimperative
of nationd andinternationd puHic padlicies.

5. Promote all forms of fair trade, rejeding the freeexchange rules of the WTO.

6. Guaranteetheright to food sovereignty andsecurity in eveay ocourtry throughthe
promotion d campesino-based agriculture (i.e. small farmers).

7. Prohibit all types of patents on knowledge of living keings (human as well as
animal or vegetable), aswell asany privatization d comnon operty of humanity,
particularly water.

8. Fight, aboveall, for different puldic padlicies aganst all forms of discrimination,
sexism, xenophoba, arti-semitismandracism. Recognize fully the pdliti cal, cultural
andeonamic rights (including the dominion d the natural resources) of indigenous
peoples.

9. Takeurgent measures to end the destruction d the environment andthe threat of
grave dimatic changes dueto the greenhouwse dfect. Begin to execute anather
devdopment model founded in moderation in the use of energy andthe democratic
control of natural resources, in paticular potable water, onthe globd lewl.

10. Dismantle foreign milit ary bases andtroopsin dl courtries, unesstheyare
acting uncer the exyressed mandée of the United Nations.

11. Guarantee dtizenstheright of information and the right to be informed.

12. Profoundy reform and democratize internationd organzations, among them
the United Nations, giving prevalence to human, econamic, social andcultural rights
in accordancewith the Universal Dedaration d Human Rights.

The WSF draws an enormous resporse from the global South bu littl e atention from the
North. It demonstrates widespread oppaiti on against neo-liberal globalization,
espedally against the U.S.A. and President George W. Bush.

1. What reports about the fifth World Social Forum have you seen?

2. What isthe potential impact of non-governmental social movementsin the U.S.?
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ALLIANCE TO END HUNGER

Bread for the World's February -March 2005news! etter, Bread, includes an article by
David Beckmann, its president, @Buil ding the Movement to Overcome Hunger.° He
explains that BFW has for many yeas been buil ding coll aborative eff orts to fight hunger,
including charities, Christian and Jewish groups, universities, corporations, and unons.
BFW and its partners carry out letter writing campaigns and mohili ze lobbying efforts to
urge Congress@o commit to the goals of cutting U.S. hurger and foodinseaurity in half
by 2010and ending hunger by 2015° Their international goal isto pusue the U.N.

Mill ennium Development Goals, agreed to by most courtries, to reduce global hunger
and extreme powverty in half by 2015. BFW advertisements highlight the slogan, 8Hunger
isone problem that we can solvel®

The recently released federal budget propaosal of the Bush administration demonstrates
the uphll strugglethat lies aheal. Thetotal of $2.5 trilli onincludesincreasesin defense
and seaurity, as expeded, and concentrates all deficit reduction on nordefense spending,
which totals abou $400 hlli on a one-sixth of thetotal. (www.bread.org)

Domestic anti-hunger and poverty programs are being drastically cut. The Food
Stamp Program, our nation'sfirst line of defense against hunger, facesa cut of $1.1
billi on over 10years. Low-income housing, Medicaid, child care and dher low-
income focused programs are also dlated for large auts. These propaosalsjust do nd
make sense with hunger and pwerty ontherise. Morethan 36milli on people,
including 13milli on children, livein familieswho ae unsure where their nex meal
iscoming from.

At the same time, the president wants to make permanent the 2001 and 203 tax auts
that benefited primarily the very wealthiest people, which would add $1Qrilli onto
the deficit over the next two decades. He's also propasing sweeping changesto the
Saial Seaurity systemthat will cost more than $2trilli on ddlars. The prescription
drug benefit that Congresspassed in late 2003is now projeded to cost $720 hlli on,
not the $400 blli on aiginaly projeded. These numbers do nd add upto fiscal
resporsibility.

BFW and many partners are launching the ONE Campaign with the goal to increase the
involvement of Americansin the global fight against extreme powverty, AIDS, and hurger
and to ask the U.S. to commit an additional 1% of the federal budget to development and
humanitarian assstance by 2010in order to doits sharein the international effort to
adhieve the Mill ennium Development Goals. That 1% could be dose to $25 hilli on. The
campaign also suppats propacsals to cancel 100% of the multil ateral debt owed by poar
courtries withou jeopardizing future asgstance to those wurtries. Current fundng for
foreign aid isjust 0.15% of GNP, the least among all the major industriali zed courtries.

1. How much of the U.S. federal budget should be spent on aid to poor countries?

2. How adequateisour “safety net” for the poor in thiscountry?
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ECOLOGICAL ECONOMICS

Lester Brown's book, Eco-Econamy: Building anEconamy for the Earth (W. W. Norton,
2007 posesthe dallenge we face a2arevolution in thinking,° 2anew worldview®
similar to the one introduced by Nicolaus Copernicusin 1543. (P. 3) Thiswill bethe
third revolutionin the world's econamic order since the beginning of civili zation. The
Agricultural Revolutiondnvalved restructuring the food econamy, shifting from a
nomadic life-style based onhurting and gathering to a settled life-style based ontilli ng
the soil .° The Indwstrial Revolutionawas a shift in sources of energy from woodto fossl
fuels, a shift that set the stage for amassve expansionin econamy activity. The
Environmental Revolution, which isjust beginning and must take placein 2amatter of
decales, requires #estructuring the global economy so that econamic progresscan be
sustained. (P. 92-93)

The problem isthis: @Today's global econamy has been shaped by market forces, na by
the principles of ecology. Unfortunately, by faili ng to refled the full costs of goods and
services, the market provides misleading information to econamic dedsion makers at all
levels. This has created a distorted econamy that is out of sync with the eath's e -
system--an econamy that is destroying its natural suppat systems.® (P. 78) Brown spells
out thisredity with relentlessand devastating detail s under the following headings:

Signs of Stress: Signs of Stress:

Climate and Water The Biological Base
Temperature Rising Fisheries Collapsing
Thelceis Melting Forests Strinking

Sea Levd Rising Rangelands Deteriorating
More Destructive Sorms Sdls Eroding

Rivers Drained Dry Spedes Disappearing
Falling Water Tables Synergies and Suprises
Water Scarcity

The building of a sustainable e@namy for the Earth is now simply a matter of survival.
aBuil ding an eco -economy in the time avail able requires rapid systems change. . . .We
do nd have astrategy for the systemic emnamic change that will put the world ona
development path that is environmentally sustainable.® (P. 81) 2A sustainable eonamy
respeds the sustainable yield of the e®-systems onwhich it depends: fisheries, forests,
rangelands, and croplands.® (P. 78 Brown lists some of the industries that must be
creaed or expanded: fish farming, bicycle manufacturing, wind farm construction, wind
turbine manufacturing, hydrogen generation, fuel cdl manufacturing, solar cdl
manufaduring, light rail construction, treeplanting. Others that must dedine or
disappea are: coal mining, all pumping, nuclea power generation, cleacut logging,
manufadure of throwaway products, automohile manufaduring. He lists new or
expanding professons for this new world econamic order, and he dfirms: 2Restructuring
the global econamy so that econamic progresscan be sustained represents the greaest
investment oppatunity in history.® (P. 92 Part 111 is3Getting from Here to There.°

1. Do yau believeit will be possbleto make necessary changes before it istoo late?

2. What will happen if humankind fail sto make these changes?
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