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TODAY’S WORLD 
 

THE GLOBAL FOOD GAP 
 

One of the remarkable achievements of the 20th century was the near tripling of the 
world grain harvest between 1950 and 1996, an achievement that not only fed people 
throughout the world but allowed their numbers to grow.  Environmental trends now 
threaten that achievement, making it much harder for farmers to feed the Earth’s 
increasing population.  A frightening gap between consumption and production has 
developed.  Falli ng grain stocks and rising grain prices may signal a new era in the 
world food economy, one dominated not by surpluses but by scarcity.  If stocks fall 
farther, as is li kely, dropping far lower than at any time in modern history, the world 
will move into uncharted terr itory. 

 
Lester Brown, President of the Earth Policy Institute (www.earth-policy.org) and author 
of Plan B: Rescuing a Planet Under Stress and a Civili zation in Trouble, summarizes this 
challenge in Heifer International's journal, WorldArk, January/February 2005.   
 

World grain production did not increase during the seven years following 1996.  Harvest 
shortfalls of 89 million tons in 2002 and 94 million tons in 2003 are the largest on record.  
World grain reserves have dropped to the lowest level in 30 years.  China may soon need to 
import 50 million tons of grain a year, which could overload world grain markets and 
greatly increase prices. 
 
70% of world water use is for irrigation.  As world food consumption has nearly tripled, so 
too has the use of water for irrigation.  As a result, the world is incurr ing a vast water 
deficit, but because this takes the form of aquifer over-pumping and falling water tables, it is 
nearly invisible. 
 
World population growth has slowed from 2% to 1.2%, but about 76 million people are 
added each year.  The U.N. projects an increase of 3 billion people beyond the current total 
of 6.4 bill ion by the year 2050.  Several bil lion want to move up the food chain and consume 
more grain-fed livestock products. 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture estimates that each 1 degree Celsius rise in temperature 
results in a 10%  drop in the yields of wheat, rice, and corn.  The Earth’s average 
temperature has climbed by 0.6 degrees Celsius during the last 3 decades, and it is expected 
to rise a further 1.4 to 5 degrees during this century. 

 
Brown identifies 4 essential steps to overcome the global food gap: stabili ze population 
(ensure that women have access to family planning and education, eradicate poverty that 
leads to high infant mortali ty and large families), raise water productivity (technologies 
such as drip and low-pressure sprinkler irrigation), protect cropland (reduce erosion, 
over-plowing and overgrazing, retain croplands and stop building auto-centered transport 
systems), and stabili ze climate (restructure the world energy economy, shifting from 
fossil fuels to renewable energy). 
 
1.  What will be the likely outcome of this prognosis for the wor ld’s poor? 
 
2.  What can concerned people in the wealthy countr ies do about this situation?  
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POVERTY AND CHILDREN 
 
A brief article in the December 10th, 2004 Los Angeles Times (p. A13) summarizes 
UNICEF's annual State of the World's Children report.  There have been some 
improvements, e.g., a global decrease of juvenile deaths in all regions except sub-Saharan 
Africa in the last 13 years.  But the overall picture is still unconscionable: 
 

1 bill ion children are living in a state of severe threat from hunger, disease, exploitation or  
       lack of security. 
640 million of the world's 2.2 billion children lack adequate shelter. 
500 million children have no access to sanitation. 
400 million lack safe water. 
270 million receive no healthcare. 
140 million, mostly girls, receive no education. 
90 million are severely deprived of nutrition. 
10 million children younger than 5 die each year of diarrhea or measles. 
10s of thousands are kil led, maimed or raped each year in wars. 
15 million are AIDS orphans, 80% of them in sub-Saharan Africa. 
2 million children are exploited in the multibillion-dollar global commercial sex industry. 

 
A longer article in the January 18, 2005 Los Angeles Times (p. A3) reported that “The 
world could end extreme poverty within a decade if wealthy nations fulfill ed their 
pledges to increase development aid.”  At a 2000 summit the U.N. proposed that the rich 
countries set aside 0.7% of their GNP for Third World development, a goal reached so far 
by just 5 countries (Denmark, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, and Sweden).  The 
U.S. gives just 0.15% of its GNP, which is less than one fourth the proposed amount, not 
including private donations, proportionally the least of all 22 leading industrialized 
nations whose contributions are tracked by the Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development.  So almost 3 billi on people still li ve on $2.15 or less per day, and in 
Africa almost as many children die of malaria every month (150,000) as died in the 
Indian Ocean tsunami.  The U.N. Mill ennium Development Goals include “ending 
poverty and hunger, improving survival rates for mothers and children, combating AIDS 
and other major preventable diseases, and promoting equali ty for women” by the year 
2015.  All these targets could be met if each First World country would contribute just 50 
cents of every $100 of income to help the poor, but latest reports indicate that the sub-
Saharan nations “would not reach any of the targets by 2015 at the current pace.”  
 
In its lead editorial for January 23, 2005 the Los Angeles Times (p. M4) commented on 
the President's vow, in his inaugural address, to spread freedom and democracy around 
the world and on the hearing to confirm Condaleezza Rice as Secretary of State, which 
hardly mentioned development aid and poverty, “ the problem that kill s millions every 
year and helps fuel terrorism, war, instabili ty, and misery across the planet.”  It noted that 
overseas assistance generates goodwill – “ the kind of goodwill t hat can go further than 
military might in enhancing U.S. security.”  
 
What is our responsibil ity, as citizens of the U.S., for the well -being of the wor ld's 
children?  What should be our government' s role in overcoming global poverty?  
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U.S. RACIAL AND ECONOMIC INEQUALITY 
 

United for a Fair Economy (www.faireconomy.org) offers striking statistics to alert us to 
the continuing racial inequali ty and injustice in this country.  According to the Federal 
Reserve, from 1995 to 2001 the net worth of families of color fell 7% to $17,100, while 
the net worth of white families rose 37% to $120,900.  African Americans are 13% of the 
population, but they own only 3% of the assets.  From 1998 to 2001 asset-owners of color 
gained only $100, while white asset-owners gained $5,800.  In that same period debtors 
of color added $3,100 of debt, while white debtors added only $1,300 of debt.  Only 47% 
of black families were homeowners in 2001; 74% of white families were homeowners.  
That same year 18% of white families had a net worth over half a milli on dollars, 
compared with 2% of black families.  Typical African American families had debt 
equivalent to 30% of their assets; typical white families had debt equivalent to 11% of 
their assets. 
 
United for a Fair Economy offers further statistics to demonstrate the broader picture of 
economic inequali ty in the U.S.  In 1998 the bottom 90% of households (all races) owned 
just 29% of the wealth, while the top 10% owned 71% of the wealth in this country.  
Between 1979 and 2001 the real family income of the bottom 20% grew 3%, the second 
20% grew 11%, the middle 20% grew 17%, the fourth 20% grew 26%, and the top 20% 
grew 53%.  The top 5% grew 81%.  These data come from the U.S. Census Bureau 
Census for March 2001. 
 
Finally, United for a Fair Economy cites the U.S. Federal Budget for 2004 to expose the 
disproportion of military spending.  Not including trust funds such as Social Security, the 
U.S. government budgeted $99 billi on for physical resources, $235 billi on for general 
government, $593 billi on for human resources, and $804 billi on for military (past and 
current).  Prior to September 11th, 2001 the U.S. spent 23 times what the 7 ªrogue statesº 
(Iraq, Iran, North Korea, Syria, Libya, Cuba, and Sudan) spent for military causes.  The 
ªWar on Terrorismº and the invasion of Afghanistan and Iraq have, of course, greatly 
increased U.S. military spending.  Current mili tary spending by the 5 top military 
spenders in 2002 reached $399.1 billi on for the U.S., $65.0 for Russia, $49.0 for China, 
$42.6 for Japan, and $38.4 for the U.K.  The U.S. now spends more than the rest of the 
world on military matters. 
 
 
1.  Give yourself some time to read and reread these statistics, to meditate on the 
human reali ties behind them, and to consider the moral implications that they 
represent for those who enjoy pr ivilege and power and for those who live at the 
margins in this country. 
 
2.  Consider what might be the possibili ties for improved health, education, and 
development for the bil lions of people who live in poverty in other par ts of the wor ld 
if even a small par t of the U.S. mili tary budget were reassigned to meet their needs. 
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GLOBALIZATION AND IMPERIALISM 
 
Chalmers Johnson's book, The Sorrows of Empire: Milit arism, Secrecy, and the End of 
the Republic (Metropoli tan Books, 2004), is a comprehensive and profound 
deconstruction of U.S. imperialism.  He traces the roots of empire to the Spanish-
American War of 1898 and gives primary attention to the growing militarization of U.S. 
culture, government, and foreign policy.  Of interest here is his chapter on economic 
globalization.  Following the fall of the Soviet Union, the U.S. maintained global 
hegemony primarily through its economic empire.  George W. Bush has chosen rather to 
rule the world primarily through absolute military superiority. 
 
Proponents of globalization claim to be following economic principles that are both 
inevitable and beneficial for all countries, including Third World countries, while in fact 
it enables the rich countries to continue exploiting and marginalizing the poor countries.  
ªThere is no known case in which globalization has led to prosperity in any Third World 
country, and none of the world's twenty -four reasonably developed capitalist nations, 
regardless of their ideological explanations, got where they are by following any of the 
prescriptions contained in globalization doctrine.º  (262)  The 130 poor countries have 
been denied the very means by which the rich countries have reached relatively stable 
prosperity.  They have been forced into the dependent mold of high indebtedness 
followed by structural adjustments (removal of tariffs, privatization of public services, 
removal of capital controls, ending of national priorities) imposed by the World Bank and 
the International Monetary Fund, which are ªsurrogates for the U.S. Treasury.º   
 
The World Trade Organization was created in 1995 ªto manage the growing t rade rivalry 
among the leading industrial countries . . . and to ensure that the Third World was 
prevented from using trade as a legitimate instrument for its industrialization, thereby 
threatening the neoliberal global economic structure.º  (269)  Perhaps the most blatant 
abuse has been the prohibition of tariffs and subsidies to benefit Third World agriculture, 
even as the U.S. and the European Union continue to subsidize their own agricultural 
products, undercutting local production and threatening the livelihood of milli ons of 
small farmers all around the world.  ªThe level of overall subsidization of agriculture in 
Western countries rose from $182 billi on in 1995, when the WTO was born, to $280 
billi on in 1997, and $362 billi on in 1998.  By 2002, European Union subsidies to 
agriculture were six times the total amount of foreign aid that all rich countries gave to 
the poor.º  (270)  
 
Another heinous strategy of the rich countries and WTO has been to prevent Third World 
countries from using foreign technology through the Trade-Related Intellectual Property 
Rights Agreement, thus guaranteeing monopoly profits for First World corporations and 
deepening poverty for the Third World.  Most painful has been the struggle for 
concessions on urgently needed generic drugs for the treatment of HIV/AIDS, malaria, 
tuberculosis, and other tropical diseases--opposed primarily by the U.S. government. 
 
1.  How does this analysis compare with popular views of the global role of the U.S.? 
2.  What is your own understanding of the recent and current role of the U.S.? 
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PROPERTY FOR PEOPLE, NOT FOR PROFIT: 
Alternatives to the Global Tyranny of Capital 

 
The book that carries this title, by Ulrich Duchrow and Franz Hinkelammert, offers a 
penetrating analysis of the historical and philosophical roots of global capitalism (WCC 
Publications and Zed Books Ltd., 2004).  They begin their analysis by examining ªthe 
original introduction of ownership, money, and related market mechanisms in the Eighth 
Century BCE and its consequences in the whole of the ancient Near East, particularly in 
Israelº (2).  They conclude their study by aff irming the ªcampaigns mounted by social 
movements, particularly by the ecumenical campaign against global economic injustice 
and ecological destructionº (3).  Foll owing are the chapter headings: 
 

1.  Absolute property creates poverty, debts and slavery: the origin of the property 
economy in antiquity and biblical alternatives 
2.  Homo homini lupus: the emergence of the capitalist possessive market society in 
the modern age 
3.  The case of John Locke: the inversion of human rights in the name of bourgeois 
property 
4.  The total market: how globalized capitalism is eliminating the commitment to 
sustain life 
5.  The fall of the Twin Towers: the enforcement of the total market through the 
absolute empire 
6.  It is life-enhancing production which must grow, not capitalist property: Latin 
American approaches to a renewed dependency theory 
7.  Another world is possible: rebuilding the system of ownership from below from 
the perspective of life and the common good 
8.  God or Mammon?  A confessional issue for the Churches in the context of social 
movements 

 
The authors of this book are Christian theologians who are concerned about the 
deepening global crisis of unprecedented economic injustice and ecological destruction 
and deeply committed to social movements that are struggling to create another world.  
Their analysis sheds essential li ght for our way into a viable future.  ªThere is still hope 
of stopping this disastrous trend for humanity and nature.  A central condition is for 
property to be liberated from its random, destructive function and to be committed not 
just to society but also to li fe.º  (4)  ªEconomic activity should not be seen purely from 
the angle of wealth accumulation but in terms of its effects on the li fe of people and the 
environment.º  (187)  ªThe trend towards liberalization, deregulation and privatization 
must be reversed if humanity is to survive.  It must be replaced by planning and 
regulation guided by a concern for li fe and the common good.º  (181)  
 
 
1.  What is your own analysis of the roots of our current global economic and 
ecological crisis? 
 
2.  What is your vision for the future of humankind and the biosphere? 
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BIBLICAL FAITH 
 

TRUE FASTING, TRUE SPIRITUALITY 
Isaiah 58:1-12 

 
When the people of Israel returned from Babylonian captivity, following the Edict of 
Cyrus in 538 BCE, they were challenged to li ve in keeping with God's will.  But this 
passage from Third Isaiah indicates that once again they practiced a false, pretentious 
spirituali ty, expressed through false fasting and through the omission of true spirituali ty.  
This passage takes on special importance when we note that Jesus' reading of Isaiah 
61:1-2a at the beginning of his ministry, in the Nazareth Synagogue, includes the addition 
of an important phrase from Isaiah 58:6: ªto let the oppressed go free.º   The Luke 4:18 -
19 text begins with the phrase, ªThe Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me,º and it ends with the phrase that links Jesus' ministry with the Jubilee: ªto 
proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.º  So Jesus confirms the lesson of Isaiah 58:1 -12, 
that true spirituali ty is to free those who are oppressed and to care for those who are in 
need.  This is his calli ng; this is the meaning of Jubilee; this is our calli ng. 
 
V. 1-2.  God calls the prophet to denounce his people's rebelli on.  They were practicing 
daily some kind of spirituali ty or religiosity, but apparently they were not practicing 
righteousness/justice.  The question arises whether it is possible ªto draw near to Godº 
without practicing justice. 
 
V. 3a.  The people complain that God does not see their fasting, does not accept their 
pious expressions, does not hear their petitions. 
 
V. 3b-5.  God denounces their fasting and refuses to hear their requests, for they oppress 
their workers, they quarrel and fight and strike each other, even on their fast day. 
 
V. 6-9a.  God poses an alternative understanding and expression of fasting:  to let the 
oppressed go free, to share your bread with the hungry, to bring the homeless into your 
houses, to clothe the naked.  God will see this true fasting, God will heal, God will 
vindicate, God will hear their cries and respond. 
 
V. 9b-12.  God further explains that true spirituality is to not speak evil of one another; it 
is to feed the hungry and care for the aff li cted.  Then God will guide them, meet their 
needs, nurture their li ves, and enable them to rebuild their foundations. 
 
 
1.  Compare this lesson from Isaiah with Jesus' teaching in the Parable of the 
Judgment of the Nations in Matthew 25:31-46. 
 
2.  Consider the relevance of this lesson from Isaiah and from Jesus for our 
churches today.  How would you teach this lesson through drama or r oll playing? 
 
3.  Examine and explain your own practice and understanding of spir ituali ty in the 
light of Isaiah 58:1-12, Luke 4:18-19, and Matthew 25:31-46. 
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NEW HEAVENS AND A NEW EARTH 
Isaiah 65:17-25 

 
This poem is one of the most eloquent passages of the Bible.  It comes from the heart of  
Old Testament prophecy.  It brings to mind the creation in Genesis 1 and 2 and the 
culmination of the biblical story in Revelation 21.  It calls all God's people to a genuine 
utopia that God is creating within history.  It merits multiple readings and extended 
meditation leading to commitment and action.  It may be considered an expression of the 
Jubilee vision of Isaiah 61:1-3 and Luke 4:18-19.  It explains how li fe can be 
reconstituted with abundance for all , how the heavens and the earth can live in peace. 
 
Read through the passage carefully and underline in one color all references to ªthe 
former things that shall not be remembered.º  Then read through the passage again and 
underline in another color all references to ªwhat I am creatingº --new heavens and a new 
earth.  Now fill i n the appropriate boxes with the phrases you have underlined.  Finally, 
fill i n the remaining boxes with contemporary expressions and examples parallel to the 
ones in the Isaiah passage.  Share your findings, your concerns, and your commitments. 
 
THE FORMER THINGS--ISAIAH 65:17-25 THE FORMER THINGS--TODAY 

THE NEW CREATION--ISAIAH 65:17-25 THE NEW CREATION--TODAY 
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NOT BY BREAD ALONE 
Matthew 4:1-4 

 
The story of Jesus' temptation in the wilderness is well known, but it has often been 
misinterpreted.  It is, in fact, a key text linking Jesus to the Sabbath-Jubilee tradition of 
the Old Testament.  We will consider here just the first temptation. 
 
Note first the location of this passage.  The temptation story comes just after Jesus' 
baptism, at which time the heavens were opened, he saw God's Spirit descend like a dove 
upon him, and a voice from heaven declared, ªThis is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I 
am well pleased.º  And it comes just before the beginning of Jesus' minis try.  So 
evidently the temptation narrative was considered by the author of Matthew (and Luke) 
to be an essential part of the introduction, a key to the understanding of Jesus' ministry.  
 
Now note that Jesus, having just been identified from heaven as God' s Son, was led by 
the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil .  The temptation or testing should 
reveal something criti cal about Jesus' calli ng.  He fasted 40 days and nights, which brings 
to mind the 40 years that Israel wandered in the desert, being tested by God and tempted 
by the devil .  The tempter addresses Jesus as the Son of God, underlining the 
transcendent nature of the temptation experience. 
 
Jesus is famished, and the tempter tells him to make stones into loaves of bread.  Jesus 
answers, ªIt is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.'ª  Jesus thus cites Deuteronomy 8:3, which refers explicitly to 
the manna story in Exodus 16, when God provided ªbreadº for the people who had jus t 
been delivered from slavery in Pharaoh's Egypt.  God states clearly that this will be a test 
of their obedience as they learn how to li ve in freedom.  Exodus 16 states explicitly that 
each should take only what is needed, no more and no less, and not hoard, so that all will 
have enough.  So the instruction concerning the manna in Exodus 16, the reference to this 
experience in Deuteronomy 8 as part of Moses' mandate concerning how they are to li ve 
in the Promised Land, and finally Jesus' citation of these words all point to one 
fundamental lesson concerning God's Reign among God's people: make sure that 
everyone has enough.  Furthermore, Exodus 16 introduces the Sabbath Day, at which 
time, the seventh day of each week, God's people are to remember the manna, their 
deliverance from slavery in Egypt, and their responsibili ty for economic justice. 
 
In Matthew 4:4 (Luke 4:4) Jesus does not refer to ªspiritualº bread or diminish the 
importance of physical bread.  He cites Deuteronomy (and Exodus) in order to aff irm that 
he is called to make sure that all people have enough bread to eat and that no one, not 
even the Son of God, should take bread only for personal use without regard for the needs 
of others.  Implicit in that story is that, when some take more and hoard and become rich, 
others become poor and may be exploited and oppressed and even fall back into slavery, 
which would be an abomination to God their liberator. 
 
Consider the impor tance of the lesson of the manna for Jesus' followers in today's 
wor ld, i.e., for us. 
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YOU ALWAYS HAVE THE POOR WITH YOU 
Mark 14:3-9 

 
This phrase, taken out of its context, is sometimes cited as a facile excuse for not taking 
the poor seriously.  Or for saying that Jesus didn't take them so seriously.  So we need to 
re-read the phrase in its proper context. 
 
The passage as a whole is located after the brief paragraph that reports that the chief 
priests and scribers were plotting to kill Jesus, just two days before the Passover.  It is 
followed by another brief paragraph that reports Judas' intention to betray Jesus.  Then in 
quick succession we find the Lord's Supper and the final events of Jesus' li fe.  So the 
story of Jesus at the house of Simon the leper is read primarily as his anointing in 
preparation for his burial. 
 
An unnamed woman comes with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, breaks 
open the jar, and pours the ointment on Jesus' head.  This is of course an extraordinary 
thing for any woman to do.  Some who are there (Matthew says ªthe disciplesº) take 
exception, are angry, and scold the woman.  They argue that the ointment could have 
been sold for 300 denarii (a year's salary) and the money given to the poor, but Jesus 
commends her and says that she will always be remembered as the one who anointed his 
body for burial. 
 
Why then does Jesus interject these words: ªFor you always have the poor with you, and 
you can show kindness to them whenever you wish, but you will not always have meº?  
Are these criti cs really concerned about the poor?  Is Jesus less concerned for the poor?  
What is the significance of the phrase, ªYou always have the poor with youº?  
 
If your Bible has cross references, you will note that this phrase is a quotation from 
Deuteronomy 15, which is a key passage concerning the Sabbath Year.  V. 11 states, 
ªSince there will never cease to be some in need on the earth, I therefore command you, 
‘Open your hand to the poor and needy neighbor in your land.'ª  The whole passage, v. 
1-18, is about two major mandates for the Sabbath Year, to cancel debts and to free 
slaves.  The debt system, leading often to slavery, was the principle means by which 
some became rich and many became poor.  The Sabbath Year mandates were established 
to overcome those practices and eliminate poverty.  Thus v. 4 aff irms, ªThere will , 
however be no one in need among you, because the Lord is sure to bless you in the land 
that the Lord your God is giving you.º 
 
When Jesus cites this passage, he points beyond the matter of charity for the poor, which 
the criti cs expressed as their concern, and recalls the Sabbath Year mandates, which deal 
with structural poverty, which is far more important.  It can be noted that Jesus incurred 
the wrath of the powerful because he called them back to the teachings of the Law and 
the Prophets, such as these Sabbath mandates.  And this woman was moved by Jesus' 
sacrificial concern for the poor and the marginalized to undertake this extraordinary act. 
 
Consider the impor tance of the Sabbath Year mandates in our wor ld today. 
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JUSTICE: A GLOBAL ADVENTURE 
 

The 1971 Synod of Bishops of the Roman Catholic Church introduced its reflections 
on the meaning of justice in world society with a statement that has stimulated 
animated discussion, provoked heated argument, and led to significant results: 
“ Action on behalf of justice and participation in the transformation of the world fully 
appear to us as a constitutive dimension of the preaching of the gospel, or, in other 
words, of the Church's mission for the redemption of the human race and its 
liberation from every oppressive situation.”  (P. 1) 

 
In his book, Justice: A Global Adventure (Orbis Books, 2004), Walter Burghardt, S.J., 
aff irms that ªThe Catholic understanding can only be grasped if we see the synod's 
statement in the context of a century of social-ethical discussion beginning with Pope Leo 
XII I.º  (P. 1)  Leo's encyclical Rerum novarum (On the Condition of Labor) sets forth 
ªthe relative rights and the mutual duties of the rich and the poor, of capital and labor.º  
Following Vatican II and following the 1971 Synod of Bishops document, Justice in the 
World, primary attention was given to the biblical understanding of justice.  
 
The biblical concept of justice concerns, first, God's relationship to humankind and the 
Earth.  God is ªThe maker of heaven and earth, the seas and all that is in them, who keeps 
faith for ever, secures justice for the oppressed; gives food to the hungry.  The Lord sets 
prisoners free; the Lord gives sight to the blind; the Lord raises up those who are bowed 
down; the Lord loves the righteous.  The Lord protects the stranger, sustains the orphan 
and the widow, but thwarts the way of the wicked.º  (Psalm 146:5-9) 
 
People are just when they practice the same fideli ty in covenant relation to God, to their 
sisters and brothers, and to the whole of creation.  A large segment of U.S. Christianity 
does violence to the Bible when it focuses exclusively on the relation of the soul to 
eternity.  ªThose who read in the biblical text a sheerly personal, individualistic morali ty 
have not understood the Torah, have not sung the Psalms, have not been burned by the 
Prophets, have not perceived the implications and the very burden of Jesus' message, and 
must inevitably play fast and loose with St. Paul.º  (P. 12)  Passages such as Luke 4:16-
21 and Matthew 12:18-20 demonstrate clearly that ªIt is the Israelite tradition on justice 
that sparked the ministry of Jesus.º  (P. 17)  He practiced and taught justice by making 
right relationships with women, lepers, tax collectors, sinners, aliens, the possessed, 
widows, the unclean, and the poor and powerless.  He challenged the rich and powerful, 
those who oppressed and excluded, even the Temple and the scribes and the Pharisees, 
the High Priest and the Roman Governor. 
 
Burghardt then examines in detail Justice Applied, Justice Sacramentalized, Justice 
Globalized, and Justice Communicated. 
 
1.  What concept and practice of justice are operative in this country? 
 
2.  What concept and practice of justice are operative among Chr istians in this 
country? 
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RESPONSIBLE DISCIPLESHIP 
 

MONSEÑOR OSCAR ROMERO--TWENTY-FIVE YEARS LATER 
 
Jesuit Jon Sobrino, close colleague of Oscar Romero during the military repression in El 
Salvador, offers his recommendations concerning the ªcelebrationº of the 25th 
anniversary of his assassination, March 24, 2005.  (ªEl seguimiento de Monseñor 
Romero: Meditación cristiana ante el 25 aniversario de su partida,º Signos de Vida, 
CLAI, marzo, 2005)  To celebrate the li fe of Oscar Romero is to follow him, i.e., to 
experience the change or conversion that he experienced and to remake one's li fe as he 
did.  Conversion and praxis.  Romero did not and does not offer recipes, but he does offer 
pathways, lights, impulses.  His followers must tell the truth, not just preach a doctrine, 
and that means to denounce prophetically the evils that exist, to name the assassins and 
the victims.  Sobrino spells out today's evils in El Salvador and the world. 
 

1.  The idolatry of money; the oligarchy, previously agricultural, now financial. 
2.  The idolatry of milit ary power, more latent here and more evident in the United 
States, to which must be added the shocking violence of 8 to 10 homicides daily [ in 
El Salvador] . 
3.  The connivance of some politi cal parties with injustice and the irresponsibilit y of 
the majority in the face of misery and suffering, to which must be added corruption. 
4.  The imperialism of the United States, through commerce, in our foreign policies, 
and above all i n the false values imposed on us: individualism, success, the “ good 
life.”  
5.  The corruption of the administration of justice, which still has not even clarified 
who kill ed Monseñor. 
6.  The media, with lies, half truths, cover ups, as the case may be. 
7.  The falsification of religion, exaggerated spiritualism, that is not life with the 
Spirit; alienating individualism, that is not personal appropriation of the faith; 
gregariousness that fill s stadiums, which is not community or mutual care; the 
infantili zation of religion, which is not simplicity--as children--before the mystery of 
God. 

 
The praxis of Romero is one of mercy, ªthe ultimate sign of our being Christian.º  It is to 
promote justice, ªthe transformation of structures.º  It is the option for the poor, 
seriously, at risk, ªremembering and honoring those who lived it to the end: our martyrs.º  
We must recover evangelization in the primary sense that it has in Jesus: ªthe 
announcement of good news to the poor, not letting novel methods and language take the 
place of what is essential.º  We do not need to go back to the 80s, ªbut we do need to 
return to this fundamental intuition: as Church we are above all community, body, and for 
this community to have an influence in society it should be structured, organized, related 
to other social forces.º 
 

We all know how difficult this is, but in this anniversary at least let us not say it is 
impossible.  Let us ask that this be our utopia. 
 

1. What does it mean to be converted as Oscar Romero was converted? 
2.  What are the evils that we are called to denounce today? 
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SOCIAL MOVEMENTS IN LATIN AMERICA 
 
The March/April 2005 issue of NACLA's Report on the Americas gives major attention 
to ªSocial Movements: Building from the Ground Up.º  (North American Congress on 
Latin America, www.nacla.org)  It is well known that Latin American Indigenous, 
African, and poor peoples in general have endured over 500 years of exploitation and 
marginalization, making this the most polarized and unjust region of the world.  What is 
remarkable today is the success of widespread movements for ªdemocratic change, 
universal social justice, and meaningful politi cal participation.º  The common enemy is 
perceived to be the globalizing ªneoliberalº model of economic development, which 
since the 1980s has intensified the endemic poverty through the imposition of market 
oriented economic reforms, privatization, and austerity programs intended to favor capital 
investment and further redistribution of wealth upward.  Popular movements of 
resistance, protest, and rebelli on have achieved change, and in several cases they have 
brought down and replaced governments.  Their vision: ªanother world is possible.º  
 

A series of protests in El Alto, Bolivia led to the resignation of President Gonzalo Sanchez 
de Lozada on October 17, 2003. 
Indigenous uprisings in Ecuador, campesino land seizures in Paraguary, anti-privatization 
rebellions in Peru, and scores of other rural and urban social actions throughout the 
hemisphere can be understood in the same light. 
Since Venezuela's street protests of 1989, Latin America's popular protests have managed to 
topple governments, derail privatizations, and have, above all , made those at the lowest rung 
of the socioeconomic ladder . . . into the central protagonists of social struggles. 
In Argentina and Brazil, Nestor Kirchner and Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva were elected in the 
wake of vast social movements that weakened or caused crises in the prevailing neoliberal 
model. 
Tabare Vasquez recently won the presidency in Uruguay on a wave of fierce resistance by 
the labor movement against the privatization of key public services and other neoliberal 
policies. 

 
These progressive new governments have not, however, been able to fulfill all the 
expectations of the social movements to which they are indebted.  In some cases, such as 
Argentina and Ecuador, those movements have been co-opted and debilit ated.  In other 
cases, such as Brazil 's Landless Movement (Movimento Sem Terra), they have chosen to 
maintain their autonomy and give limited support to the ruling party.  The Zapatistas 
have chosen to build autonomy within the existing national order of Mexico.  The 
Aymaras of Bolivia propose autonomy within a nation self-governed by communities.   
 
Venezuela is a special case drawing much attention throughout the region.  President 
Hugo Chavez has been the focus for traditional social movements (students, trade unions, 
community-based organizations), and, since the 2001 coup, subsequent strikes, and the 
2004 referendum,  ªchavismoº has become a massive mobili zation especially among the 
poor 80% of the population.  Electoral Battle Units have been organized in every 
neighborhood, first to support the President against innumerable attempts to unseat him, 
some with U.S. support and funding, but increasingly directed to meeting community 
needs.  At the February 2005 World Social Forum it was Hugo Chavez who received the 
most enthusiastic cheers for his solidarity with the poor and struggle against imperialism. 
 
What social movements exist in this country?  What is their vision? 
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WORLD SOCIAL FORUM 2005 
 
The fifth annual gathering of the WSF took place January 26 to 31 at Porto Alegre, Brazil 
with 150,000 people from 135 countries representing diverse indigenous, women, 
worker, campesino, environmental, and other social movements.  The WSF has arisen as 
an alternative voice to the World Economic Forum, which is dominated by the powerful 
countries and has offered littl e or no access to popular movements.  This year 350 
concrete proposals emerged out of some 2500 ªeventsº centering on ªTwelve Proposals 
for Another Possible World.º 
 

1.  Cancel the public debt of the developing countries. 
2.  Apply international taxes on financial transactions, direct investment abroad, the 
consolidated profits of the transnationals, the sale of arms, and activities that emit 
gasses in a substantive way, producing the greenhouse effect. 
3.  Progressively dismantle all forms of fiscal, legal and banking paradises. 
4.  Every inhabitant of the planet should have the right to a job, social protection 
and retirement, respecting equality between men and women.  This is an imperative 
of national and international public policies. 
5.  Promote all forms of fair trade, rejecting the free exchange rules of the WTO. 
6.  Guarantee the right to food sovereignty and security in every country through the 
promotion of campesino-based agriculture (i.e. small farmers). 
7.  Prohibit all types of patents on knowledge of living beings (human as well as 
animal or vegetable), as well as any privatization of common property of humanity, 
particularly water. 
8.  Fight, above all , for different public policies against all forms of discrimination, 
sexism, xenophobia, anti-semitism and racism.  Recognize fully the politi cal, cultural 
and economic rights (including the dominion of the natural resources) of indigenous 
peoples. 
9.  Take urgent measures to end the destruction of the environment and the threat of 
grave climatic changes due to the greenhouse effect.  Begin to execute another 
development model founded in moderation in the use of energy and the democratic 
control of natural resources, in particular potable water, on the global level. 
10.  Dismantle foreign milit ary bases and troops in all countries, unless they are 
acting under the expressed mandate of the United Nations. 
11.  Guarantee citizens the right of information and the right to be informed. 
12.  Profoundly reform and democratize international organizations, among them 
the United Nations, giving prevalence to human, economic, social and cultural rights 
in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
 

The WSF draws an enormous response from the global South but littl e attention from the 
North.  It demonstrates widespread opposition against neo-liberal globalization, 
especially against the U.S.A. and President George W. Bush. 
 
1.  What repor ts about the fifth Wor ld Social Forum have you seen? 
 
2. What is the potential impact of non-governmental social movements in the U.S.? 
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ALL IANCE TO END HUNGER 
 
Bread for the World's February -March 2005 newsletter, Bread, includes an article by 
David Beckmann, its president, ªBuil ding the Movement to Overcome Hunger.º  He 
explains that BFW has for many years been building collaborative efforts to fight hunger, 
including charities, Christian and Jewish groups, universities, corporations, and unions.  
BFW and its partners carry out letter writing campaigns and mobili ze lobbying efforts to 
urge Congress ªto commit to the goals of cutting U.S. hunger and food insecurity in half 
by 2010 and ending hunger by 2015.º  Their international goal is to pursue the U.N. 
Mill ennium Development Goals, agreed to by most countries, to reduce global hunger 
and extreme poverty in half by 2015.  BFW advertisements highlight the slogan, ªHunger 
is one problem that we can solve!º 
 
The recently released federal budget proposal of the Bush administration demonstrates 
the uphill struggle that lies ahead.  The total of $2.5 trilli on includes increases in defense 
and security, as expected, and concentrates all deficit reduction on non-defense spending, 
which totals about $400 billi on or one-sixth of the total.  (www.bread.org) 
 

Domestic anti-hunger and poverty programs are being drastically cut.  The Food 
Stamp Program, our nation's first line of defense against hunger, faces a cut of $1.1 
billi on over 10 years.  Low-income housing, Medicaid, child care and other low-
income focused programs are also slated for large cuts.  These proposals just do not 
make sense with hunger and poverty on the rise.  More than 36 milli on people, 
including 13 milli on children, li ve in famili es who are unsure where their next meal 
is coming from. 
 
At the same time, the president wants to make permanent the 2001 and 2003 tax cuts 
that benefited primarily the very wealthiest people, which would add $10 trilli on to 
the deficit over the next two decades.  He's also proposing sweeping changes to the 
Social Security system that will cost more than $2 trilli on dollars.  The prescription 
drug benefit that Congress passed in late 2003 is now projected to cost $720 billi on, 
not the $400 billi on originally projected.  These numbers do not add up to fiscal 
responsibilit y. 

 
BFW and many partners are launching the ONE Campaign with the goal to increase the 
involvement of Americans in the global fight against extreme poverty, AIDS, and hunger 
and to ask the U.S. to commit an additional 1% of the federal budget to development and 
humanitarian assistance by 2010 in order to do its share in the international effort to 
achieve the Mill ennium Development Goals.  That 1% could be close to $25 billi on.  The 
campaign also supports proposals to cancel 100% of the multil ateral debt owed by poor 
countries without jeopardizing future assistance to those countries.  Current funding for 
foreign aid is just 0.15% of GNP, the least among all the major industrialized countries.  
 
1.  How much of the U.S. federal budget should be spent on aid to poor countr ies? 
 
2.  How adequate is our “ safety net” for the poor in this country? 
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ECOLOGICAL ECONOMICS 
 
Lester Brown's book, Eco-Economy: Building an Economy for the Earth (W. W. Norton, 
2001) poses the challenge we face as ªa r evolution in thinking,º ªa new worldviewº 
similar to the one introduced by Nicolaus Copernicus in 1543.  (P. 3)  This will be the 
third revolution in the world's economic order since the beginning of civili zation.  The 
Agricultural Revolution ªinvolved restructuring the food economy, shifting from a 
nomadic li fe-style based on hunting and gathering to a settled li fe-style based on tilli ng 
the soil .º  The Industrial Revolution ªwas a shift in sources of energy from wood to fossil 
fuels, a shift that set the stage for a massive expansion in economy activity.  The 
Environmental Revolution, which is just beginning and must take place in ªa matter of 
decades,º requires ªrestructuring the global economy so that economic progress can be 
sustained.º  (P. 92-93) 
 
The problem is this: ªToday's global economy has been shaped by market forces, not by 
the principles of ecology.  Unfortunately, by faili ng to reflect the full costs of goods and 
services, the market provides misleading information to economic decision makers at all 
levels.  This has created a distorted economy that is out of sync with the earth's eco-
system--an economy that is destroying its natural support systems.º  (P. 78)  Brown spells 
out this reali ty with relentless and devastating details under the following headings: 
 

Signs of Stress:    Signs of Stress: 
Climate and Water    The Biological Base 
Temperature Rising    Fisheries Collapsing 
The Ice is Melting    Forests Shrinking 
Sea Level Rising    Rangelands Deteriorating 
More Destructive Storms   Soils Eroding 
Rivers Drained Dry    Species Disappearing 
Falli ng Water Tables    Synergies and Surprises 
Water Scarcity 

 
The building of a sustainable economy for the Earth is now simply a matter of survival.  
ªBuilding an eco-economy in the time available requires rapid systems change. . . . We 
do not have a strategy for the systemic economic change that will put the world on a 
development path that is environmentally sustainable.º  (P. 81)  ªA sustainable economy 
respects the sustainable yield of the eco-systems on which it depends: fisheries, forests, 
rangelands, and croplands.º  (P. 78)  Brown lists some of the industries that must be 
created or expanded: fish farming, bicycle manufacturing, wind farm construction, wind 
turbine manufacturing, hydrogen generation, fuel cell manufacturing, solar cell 
manufacturing, light rail construction, tree planting.  Others that must decline or 
disappear are: coal mining, oil pumping, nuclear power generation, clearcut logging, 
manufacture of throwaway products, automobile manufacturing.  He lists new or 
expanding professions for this new world economic order, and he aff irms: ªRestructuring 
the global economy so that economic progress can be sustained represents the greatest 
investment opportunity in history.º  (P. 92)  Part II I is ªGetting from Here to There.º  
 
1.  Do you believe it wil l be possible to make necessary changes before it is too late? 
 
2.  What will happen if humankind fails to make these changes? 
 


